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Revisions – Television 

1. Grammar – Present simple vs. Present continuous 

Present simple Present continuous 

 
Used for: 
 

FACTS 
Water boils at 100 degrees 

 
HABITS/ROUTINES 

I drink a cup of coffee every morning 
 

PERMANENT SITUATIONS 
I live in an apartment in London 

 
 

Signal words: 
Always 
Usually 

(Not) often 
Sometimes 

Never 
Every morning 

In the afternoons 
… 

 

 
Used for: 
 

THINGS HAPPENING NOW 

Look! She is driving so fast, it’s dangerous! 
 

TEMPORARY/NEW HABITS 
I’m eating a lot of salad because I’m on a 

diet 
 

TEMPORARY SITUATIONS 
I’m living in New York this month because 

I have to work there. 
 

Signal words: 
Now 

At the moment 
Today 

Tonight 
This morning/week,… 

Look/listen! 
In the afternoon 

… 

 

1.1. Put in the present continuous form of the verb in brackets. 
 

1. Please be quiet. I  (try) to read my book. 

2. I  (not/use) the computer at the moment so you can use it. 

3. Mary is ill so Sue  (teach) her lessons today. 

4. Excuse me, I  (look) for a hotel. Is there one near here? 

5.    (you/wait) for someone? 

6. Jack, you are very careless. You  (always/forget) to do your 

homework! 

7. The cost of living  (rise) very fast. Every year things are more 

expensive. 

8. What  (you/do)? I  (clean) my shoes. 

9. Why  (not/wear) shorts? It's so hot today. 

10. The neighbours are so noisy! They  (always/argue) loudly. 
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1.2. Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple. 
 

1. I  (not/belong) to this particu1ar government committee. 

2. Hurry! The bus  (come). I  (not/want) to miss it. 

3. Gregory is a vegetarian. He  (not/eat) meat. 

4. I  (1ook) for the manager. I can't find him anywhere. 

5. We are successful because we  (take) the time to ta1k to our customers. 

6. John  (deal) with all the enquiries about sales. 

7. At the moment we  (make) a training video for Siemens. 

8.    (you/know) what Mr Briceson  (do)? He is not in 

his office. 

9. I  (apply) for a job in the sales department, but I don't know if I will be 

successful. 

It  (depend) on whether or not they have any vacancies. 

10. Unemployment  (fa1l) and is now down to 5.6%. 

11. Jane is doing some research in the library. She needs it for a book she 

   (write). 

12. While Anna is away on holidays, Matt  (work) in her office. 

13. He  (teach) French and German at University and    

(learn) Greek. 

14. There   (be) two flights to Honduras this afternoon. The British Airways 

flight   (1eave) at 13:00 and  (arrive) at 22:00. 

15. Inflation  (rise) at a rate of 2% per annum. 

 
1.3. Put the verb in brackets into the present simple or the present continuous. 

 

1. She always  (remember) my birthday. 

2. Mr Brown  (work) in a supermarket. 

3. I  (work) in this factory until I find a better job. 

4. Look! It  (snow). 

5. Can you hear those girls? What  (they/talk) about? 

6.    (you/know) Helen? 

7. We  (never/go) to work by tube. It is too busy. 

8. When I'm in Paris I  (usually/stay) in the Hotel du Pont, but this time I 
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 (stay) in the more expensive Hotel Notre Dame. 

9. Ruth  (be) a vegetarian. She  (not/eat) meat or fish. 

10. My father  (be) an engineer, but he  (not/work) right 

now. 

11.    (you/believe) in ghosts? 

12. My parents  (live) in Sydney. Where  (your 

parents/live)? 

13. We  (own) two cars, an estate car and a sports car. 

14. Can you drive? No, but I  (learn) at the moment. 

15. Look! That woman  (try) to steal that man's wallet. 

16. The River Nile  (flow) into the Mediterranean. 

17.    (you/like) Bon Jovi? 

18. I  (get) thirsty. Let's get something to drink. 

19. Those f1owers  (smell) lovely. What are they? 

20. Jane  (repair) her bike. She  (know) exactly what to 

do.
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2. Grammar – Past simple vs. Past continuous 

Past simple Past continuous 

 
Used for: 
 
ACTION QUI S’EST DEROULEE UNE 
FOIS, JAMAIS OU PLUSIEURS FOIS 

DANS LE PASSE 
Last month, I visited my grandparents 

every weekend 
 

ACTIONS BREVES QUI SE SUIVENT 
DANS LE PASSE 

I came to the kitchen, opened the fridge, 
took the milk and drank a glass. 

 
ACTION QUI SE PASSE AU MILIEU 

D’UNE ACTION 
When I was having breakfast, the phone 

rang. 
 
 

Signal words: 
 

Yesterday 
2 minutes ago 

In 1990 
The other day 
Last Friday 

… 

 
Used for: 
 

ACTION QUI SE PASSENT A UN 
MOMENT PRECIS DANS LE PASSE 

What were you doing last evening at 8.45? 
 

 
DEUX ACTIONS QUI SE PASSENT 

AU MEME MOMENT DANS LE 
PASSE 

While my boss was talking to me, I was 
dreaming of my holiday. 

 
ACTION LONGUE INTERROMPUE 

PAR UNE ACTION COURTE 
When I was having breakfast, the phone 

rang. 
 

 

Signal words: 
 

Yesterday at 6pm 
At that moment 

While… 
When… 

As… 
… 

 

2.1. Put one of these verbs in each sentence. Use the past simple: 
 

     eat bring write buy see meet 
 

 

1. The party was fantastic. Every guest  something to eat and a bottle 

of wine. 

2. I had an extravagant weekend. I  some clothes and a plant. 

3. Three weeks ago Tracy  her ex-husband in Mallorca. What a 

coincidence! 

4. When I lived in Italy, we always  lamb at Easter. 

5. Shakespeare  a lot of plays. 
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2.2. A friend has just returned from his holiday. Ask him questions about it using 

the past simple. 

Example: where/go? Where did you go? 

sun/shine Did the sun shine? 

 

1. how /get there? 

2. who/go with? 

3. where/stay? 

4. the weather /good? 

5. what/you think of the food? 

6. what/do during the day? 

7. go out in the evenings? 

8. buy any souvenirs? 

9. make any new friends? 

10. how long/the journey home/take? 
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2.3. Put the verb in the past simple. 

 
1. Tom  (not/come) to the office yesterday because he  

  (be) ill. 

2. She  (not/read) the book because she 

 (not/be) very interested in that author. 

3. The students  (not/finish) their group project because they 

   (run out) of time. 

4. We  (not/eat) anything for breakfast because we 

   (be) in a hurry. 

5. Mary  (not/catch) the train to Mexico City because she 

   (arrive) at the station too late. 

 
2.4. Put the verb in the correct form: past simple or past continuous. 

 

1. I  (dream) when the alarm clock  (go off). 

2. They  (wait) for me when I  (arrive). 

3. The phone  (ring) while I  (have) a shower. 

4. We  (not/go out) last Sunday because it  (rain). 

5. I  (see) Kim at the party. She  (wear) a new dress. 

6. I  (break) a bowl this morning. When I 

 (wash) the dishes it just   (slip) 

out of my hand onto the floor! 

7. When he  (carry) the table, he  (feel) a sharp 

pain in his back. 

8. Sarah  (go) down the stairs when the lights  (go 

out). 

9. We  (watch) TV when someone  (come) to the 

door and  (knock) very loudly. 

10. What  (you/do) at this time yesterday? Oh, I    

(prepare) the dinner. 

11. I  (fall) asleep while I  (watch) television. 

12. At 12:45 yesterday, Mr Alright  (see) a client in his office. 
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3. Grammar – Present perfect vs. Past simple 

 
 

3.1. Here is the latest news about your friends and family. Complete the 

sentences using the present perfect simple. 

Example: I/buy/a new car I have bought a new car 

1. Mary/move house 

2. Fred and Frank/start/a company 

3. My parents/go to Greece 

4. Sue/get married 

5. Granny/celebrate her 80th birthday 
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3.2. Read the situations and write sentences in the present perfect simple. Choose 

one of the following: 

 

learn          buy find break clean grow 

 
1. James can't go to school because his arm is in plaster. He has broken his arm. 

2. Fred was nervous about travelling to France. He isn't any more because he knows he 

can communicate. He has …………………………………………………………………….. 

3. Jane didn't have a dress to wear to the wedding. Now she does …………………………. 

4. Our flat was very dusty. It isn't any more. ……………………………………………….. 

5. Mr Flint was unhappy because he had lost his cat. Now he is happy. …………………. 

6. Harry didn't have a beard last month. Now he has a beard.………………………………. 

 

3.3. You are interviewing a famous person. Ask questions about things he/she has 

done in his/her life. Make the questions from the words given. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

3.4. Complete the sentences using the present perfect simple and today/this 

week/this year etc. 

 
1. I watched TV yesterday but I haven 't watched TV today. 

2. It rained last week but ………………………………………… 

3. Last week I spent a lot of money but …………………………. 

4. I saw James yesterday but …………………………………….. 

5. I received a lot of post last month but ………………………… 

6. It was warm last spring but …………………………………… 

1. ever/win/an award 

2. ever/travel/to Hollywood 

Have you ever won an award? 

………………… 

3. ever/meet/Bill Clinton ………………… 

4. ever/write/a novel ………………… 

5. ever/run/a marathon ………………… 

6. ever/give/money to charity ………………… 
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4. Reading 
4.1. Read the text « TV Turnoff Week”. What words or expressions are used to 

express the ideas below? 

A life that makes you feel satisfied  

They turned off the television set  

The things they had been intending to do  

The statistics are frightening  

85% of women consider TV viewing as their 
most popular activity 

 

The equivalent of a whole year  

Here’s what to do instead of watching 
television 

 

Take a copy of the free magazine where 
you find information about entertainment 
in your region 

 

Repair your bike and take it out for a 
journey 

 

Walk around the area where you live  

Go through the objects that are yours  

A market where people sell things that they 
do not need anymore from the back of their 
car 

 

Remove the dust from your books  

Cook something surprising  

Discover how to use a tablet computer  
 

4.2. True or false? Reread the text and correct the false statements. 

 

1. TV Turnoff Week is a British initiative. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. The aim is to get people to watch less TV and do other things. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. In the UK, people spend more time with family or friends than they do in front of the 

box. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. The average Briton of 18 has spent 3 years watching the tube. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. The programmes on TV are horrifying. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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TV Turnoff Week 

It’s TV Turnoff Week, so join millions of 

people worldwide and switch off your 

set. Find a more rewarding and active life 

– at least for a week. 

 

Last year, 5 million people in the USA 

alone turned off the box to find that they 

had extra time to do all sorts things they 

had been meaning to do, like talking with 

friends, reading a book or going for a 

walk. 

 

The statistics about television watching 

are scary. According to the Financial 

Times, in the UK, 84 per cent of men and 

85 per cent of women rate television 

viewing as their most popular leisure 

activity. By comparison, “Spending time 

with family or friends” was chosen by 75 

per cent of men and 82 per cent of 

women. People watch an average of 3.88 

hours of TV a day. So, the average 

British child of six has watched a whole 

year’s worth of television. By the age of 

75, the average Briton has spent more 

than 12 years watching television. 

 Now that you are completely horrified and 

convinced that you will never watch the 

box again, here’s what to do instead of 

watching the tube: 

• Invite over friends or family you haven’t 

seen for a long time. 

• Pick up your local “what’s on” guide and 

get out to see live entertainment. 

• Fix up your bike and take it out for a ride. 

• Walk around the neighbourhood, go to 

places you have never been to before. 

• Go to bed really early with a book. 

• Go through your stuff and sell things on 

eBay or do a car boot sale. 

• Listen to some new music. 

• Pay someone a surprise visit. 

• Dust off your cookery books and cook 

something amazing. 

• Get a new piece of technology, such as a 

tablet computer, and work out how to use 

it. 

 

5. Listening  
5.1. Listen to the file « Men outnumber women 2 to 1 on television » and 

complete the table 

 Women Men 

Part of UK ……………………………………….. > 50%  

Share of broadcast roles  …………………… 

Under ………………………………….. years old when seen 
on screen 

40% 60% 

Share in soaps Almost ………….  

Share ………………………………….. in presenting 52%  

…………………………………. entertainment 40%  

Serious broadcasts …………………….  

Topics (health, cookery, lifestyle) …………………….  

Hard topics (politics, trade and ………………………………)  91% 
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