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Revisions – Jobs 

1. Grammar – Present simple vs. Present continuous 

Present simple Present continuous 

 
Used for: 
 

FACTS 
Water boils at 100 degrees 

 
HABITS/ROUTINES 

I drink a cup of coffee every morning 
 

PERMANENT SITUATIONS 
I live in an apartment in London 

 
 

Signal words: 
Always 
Usually 

(Not) often 
Sometimes 

Never 
Every morning 

In the afternoons 
… 

 

 
Used for: 
 

THINGS HAPPENING NOW 

Look! She is driving so fast, it’s dangerous! 
 

TEMPORARY/NEW HABITS 
I’m eating a lot of salad because I’m on a 

diet 
 

TEMPORARY SITUATIONS 
I’m living in New York this month because 

I have to work there. 
 

Signal words: 
Now 

At the moment 
Today 

Tonight 
This morning/week,… 

Look/listen! 
In the afternoon 

… 

 

1.1. Put in the present continuous form of the verb in brackets. 
 

1. Please be quiet. I  (try) to read my book. 

2. I  (not/use) the computer at the moment so you can use it. 

3. Mary is ill so Sue  (teach) her lessons today. 

4. Excuse me, I  (look) for a hotel. Is there one near here? 

5.    (you/wait) for someone? 

6. Jack, you are very careless. You  (always/forget) to do your 

homework! 

7. The cost of living  (rise) very fast. Every year things are more 

expensive. 

8. What  (you/do)? I  (clean) my shoes. 

9. Why  (not/wear) shorts? It's so hot today. 

10. The neighbours are so noisy! They  (always/argue) loudly. 
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1.2. Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple. 
 

1. I  (not/belong) to this particu1ar government committee. 

2. Hurry! The bus  (come). I  (not/want) to miss it. 

3. Gregory is a vegetarian. He  (not/eat) meat. 

4. I  (look) for the manager. I can't find him anywhere. 

5. We are successful because we  (take) the time to talk to our customers. 

6. John  (deal) with all the enquiries about sales. 

7. At the moment we  (make) a training video for Siemens. 

8.    (you/know) what Mr Briceson  (do)? He is not in 

his office. 

9. I  (apply) for a job in the sales department, but I don't know if I will be 

successful. 

It  (depend) on whether or not they have any vacancies. 

10. Unemployment  (fall) and is now down to 5.6%. 

11. Jane is doing some research in the library. She needs it for a book she 

   (write). 

12. While Anna is away on holidays, Matt  (work) in her office. 

13. He  (teach) French and German at University and    

(learn) Greek. 

14. There   (be) two flights to Honduras this afternoon. The British Airways 

flight   (leave) at 13:00 and  (arrive) at 22:00. 

15. Inflation  (rise) at a rate of 2% per annum. 

 
1.3. Put the verb in brackets into the present simple or the present continuous. 

 

1. She always  (remember) my birthday. 

2. Mr Brown  (work) in a supermarket. 

3. I  (work) in this factory until I find a better job. 

4. Look! It  (snow). 

5. Can you hear those girls? What  (they/talk) about? 

6.    (you/know) Helen? 

7. We  (never/go) to work by tube. It is too busy. 

8. When I'm in Paris I  (usually/stay) in the Hotel du Pont, but this time I 
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 (stay) in the more expensive Hotel Notre Dame. 

9. Ruth  (be) a vegetarian. She  (not/eat) meat or fish. 

10. My father  (be) an engineer, but he  (not/work) right 

now. 

11.    (you/believe) in ghosts? 

12. My parents  (live) in Sydney. Where  (your 

parents/live)? 

13. We  (own) two cars, an estate car and a sports car. 

14. Can you drive? No, but I  (learn) at the moment. 

15. Look! That woman  (try) to steal that man's wallet. 

16. The River Nile  (flow) into the Mediterranean. 

17.    (you/like) Bon Jovi? 

18. I  (get) thirsty. Let's get something to drink. 

19. Those f1owers  (smell) lovely. What are they? 

20. Jane  (repair) her bike. She  (know) exactly what to 

do.
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2. Grammar – Past simple vs. Past continuous 

Past simple Past continuous 

 
Used for: 
 
ACTION QUI S’EST DEROULEE UNE 
FOIS, JAMAIS OU PLUSIEURS FOIS 

DANS LE PASSE 
Last month, I visited my grandparents 

every weekend 
 

ACTIONS BREVES QUI SE SUIVENT 
DANS LE PASSE 

I came to the kitchen, opened the fridge, 
took the milk and drank a glass. 

 
ACTION QUI SE PASSE AU MILIEU 

D’UNE ACTION 
When I was having breakfast, the phone 

rang. 
 
 

Signal words: 
 

Yesterday 
2 minutes ago 

In 1990 
The other day 
Last Friday 

… 

 
Used for: 
 

ACTION QUI SE PASSENT A UN 
MOMENT PRECIS DANS LE PASSE 

What were you doing last evening at 8.45? 
 

 
DEUX ACTIONS QUI SE PASSENT 

AU MEME MOMENT DANS LE 
PASSE 

While my boss was talking to me, I was 
dreaming of my holiday. 

 
ACTION LONGUE INTERROMPUE 

PAR UNE ACTION COURTE 
When I was having breakfast, the phone 

rang. 
 

 

Signal words: 
 

Yesterday at 6pm 
At that moment 

While… 
When… 

As… 
… 

 

2.1. Put one of these verbs in each sentence. Use the past simple: 
 

     eat bring write buy see meet 
 

 

1. The party was fantastic. Every guest  something to eat and a bottle 

of wine. 

2. I had an extravagant weekend. I  some clothes and a plant. 

3. Three weeks ago Tracy  her ex-husband in Mallorca. What a 

coincidence! 

4. When I lived in Italy, we always  lamb at Easter. 

5. Shakespeare  a lot of plays. 
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2.2. A friend has just returned from his holiday. Ask him questions about it using 

the past simple. 

Example: where/go? Where did you go? 

sun/shine Did the sun shine? 

 

1. how /get there? 

2. who/go with? 

3. where/stay? 

4. the weather /good? 

5. what/you think of the food? 

6. what/do during the day? 

7. go out in the evenings? 

8. buy any souvenirs? 

9. make any new friends? 

10. how long/the journey home/take? 
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2.3. Put the verb in the past simple. 

 
1. Tom  (not/come) to the office yesterday because he    

(be) ill. 

2. She  (not/read) the book because she  (not/be) 

very interested in that author. 

3. The students  (not/finish) their group project because they 

   (run out) of time. 

4. We  (not/eat) anything for breakfast because we 

   (be) in a hurry. 

5. Mary  (not/catch) the train to Mexico City because she 

   (arrive) at the station too late. 

 
2.4. Put the verb in the correct form: past simple or past continuous. 

 

1. I  (dream) when the alarm clock  (go off). 

2. They  (wait) for me when I  (arrive). 

3. The phone  (ring) while I  (have) a shower. 

4. We  (not/go out) last Sunday because it  (rain). 

5. I  (see) Kim at the party. She  (wear) a new dress. 

6. I  (break) a bowl this morning. When I  (wash) the 

dishes it just   (slip) out of my hand onto the floor! 

7. When he  (carry) the table, he  (feel) a sharp pain in 

his back. 

8. Sarah  (go) down the stairs when the lights  (go 

out). 

9. We  (watch) TV when someone  (come) to the door 

and  (knock) very loudly. 

10. What  (you/do) at this time yesterday? Oh, I    

(prepare) the dinner. 

11. I  (fall) asleep while I  (watch) television. 

12. At 12:45 yesterday, Mr Alright  (see) a client in his office. 
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3. Grammar – verb + ing or infinitive 
3.1. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb and justify 

 

1. Janice was sad  (see) such poverty when she visited India. 

2. As soon as he had finished  (change) the baby's nappy, we went to 

visit my mother. 

3. He decided     (study) a lot because he would like     (pass) his 

exams. 

4. It is important      (sleep) enough.     (sleep) 4 hours a 

night is not enough for a child. 

5. Remember     (call) your mother       (tell) her that 

you’re not coming to the restaurant. 

6. I can’t      (speak) Chinese but I would love     (learn). 

7. I hate       (run), I prefer     (swim). 

8. Oh no, I forgot     (do) my homework. 

9. She’s so mean, she always makes people      (cry). 

10. I refuse     (give) money to him, he always wastes it. 

 

 Justification 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  
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4. Reading 
4.1. Read the article “Boost your CV with a gap year” and complete the sentences 

below with words from the text. 

 

1. When you p…………………………………………. something (e.g. course in a study programme), 

you choose it from a range of options. 

2. Universities offer a wide range of courses of study. You can take a 

d…………………………………………. in law, medicine, chemistry, history,… 

3. Something that is w…………………………………………., is worth the time or effort you spend on 

it. 

4. If you are e…………………………………………. to do something or k…………………………………………. 

to do it, you really want to do it. 

5. When an employer h…………………………………………. an employee, he provides him with a 

job. 

6. A g…………………………………………. is someone who has a degree from a university or a school 

for higher education. 

7. If you I…………………………………………. a job, you get a job that you really wanted. 

8. If you I…………………………………………. u…………………………………………. somewhere, you wait 

there in a queue. 

9. People who do not have a job get d…………………………………………. money. 

10. A job a…………………………………………. is a candidate for a job. 

11. Someone who s…………………………………………. o…………………………………………. is different from 

the rest. 

12. A f…………………………………………. period of time is one that produced good results. 

13. If something is true m…………………………………………. o …………………………………………. 

t…………………………………………. n…………………………………………., it is true on most occasions. 

14. The expression “to s…………………………………………. o…………………………………………. like a 

s…………………………………………. t………………………………………….” means “to be very noticeable 

because of being very different. 

15. B…………………………………………. people are uninteresting and boring. 
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Boost your CV with a gap year 

 

 

Are you a student suffering from the “paralysis 

of choice” of picking a degree? Then a working 

gap year can provide the perfect answer for you. 

Taking a year out to work is a worthwhile and 

sometimes altruistic gesture. What’ even more 

important, it adds an extra dimension to your 

CV when time comes to enter the labour 

market. 

 

Employers are eager to hire candidates that 

added more variety to their backgrounds and 

recruiters are finding it harder and harder to 

differentiate between young graduates. This 

means that an interesting CV can make the 

difference between landing that dream job or 

lining up at the dole office. 

Recruiters place a huge value on “gap year 

experiences”. These help candidates to 

distinguish themselves, as worldly experience 

is important to candidates keen to work in the 

global economy. Caught up in the hordes of 

applicants, making yourself stand out is 

extremely important. An interesting and fruitful 

gap year is the ideal way to get your CV 

noticed. 

 

Tom Griffiths, founder of Gapyear.com says: 

“Constructive, well-planned and well-executed 

gap years, more often than not based around a 

year’s work experience, stick out like a sore 

thumb amongst the thousands of blanc, 

identical, clone-like applications”. 

 


